
























The retirement song
Duke of Plaza-Toro   The Gondoliers 

Tenure holders such as we
     Make college leaders nervous,
Waiting for eternity
     To terminate our service,
Here last year, here today
     And won’t be gone tomorrow,
The annulated
           overrated
              comfortably situated
Ancient Professoro.

Won’t go into the night, ha, ha,
At least without a fight, ha, ha,
The annulated
           vegetated
               comfortably compensated
Ancient Professoro. 

Outworn quotes from lecture notes
      Fill classroom logorrheas,
Brittle, aged, filemots
      That last as long as he has.
Wunderkind come and go,
      That’s fated for the clever,
Look around, it’s plain to see,
       Old farts are forever.

They won their rank on merit, ha,
And hold on like a ferret, ha,
The antiquated
            medicated
               scheduled to be hyphenated,
Aging Professoro.             

The incorrect “wunderkind” is on purpose to give a pause to the rocking chair rhythm 
of the other lines and to match the corresponding line in the first verse.


