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Introduction

I shall assume some familiarity with distribution theory, with basic analysis and
functional analysis and with (local) differential geometry. A passing knowledge of
the theory of manifolds would also be useful. Any one or two of these prerequisites
can be easily picked up along the way, but the prospective student with none of
them should perhaps do some preliminary reading:

Distributions: I good introduction is Friedlander’s book [5]. For a more ex-
haustive treatment see Volume I of Hérmander’s treatise [9].

Analysis on manifolds: Most of what we need can be picked up from Munkres’
book [10] or Spivak’s little book [13].
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