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SHIN-OSAKA WASHINGTON HOTEL

ADDRESS: F532 5-5-15, NISHINAKAJIMA, YODOGAWAKU,
OSAKASHI, OSAKA, JAPAN.
PHONE: (06) 303-8111 /FAX: (06) 302-7007

$ROOM RATES
<(ALL ROOMS ARE AIR-CONDITIONED, WITH BATH,
TOILET W/SPRAY, TV, CABLE TV, REFRIGERATOR,
AND B.G.M SET>
SINGLE——%¥8,000 ¥9,500 ¥10,000 3¥10,500
TWIN ¥17,000 ¥19,000 ¥25,000
DOUBLE—¥16,000 ¥17,000 ¥18,000

CHECK IN TIME 2 : 00pm
CHECK OUT TIME——10 : 00am
s# Extra Hour Chage: - ¥400 every one hour-one person
Until 4:00p.m.
After 4:00p.m.---Full Rete
% Service charge and local tax will be added to your room rate.

¥ As of Nov.1992

®BREAKFAST
1F TCafé de Paris, 6 - 30—~ 11 :100
TGINZA, 7:00~10: 00

@RESTAURANT AND BAR (Operated by Washington Hotel)

1F Coffee & Casual Restaurant 6.30~ 2:00
FCafé de Parisy (Sunday - Holiday) 6 : 30~23 : 00

23F Chinese Foods "CHINA TABLE, 11:30~14:00
L7 = 002 200

(Sunday - Holiday) 11 : 30~23 : 00

23F Japanese Foods "GINZA 7:00~10: 00
11:30~14: 00

(Sunday - Holiday) 17 : 00~23 : 00

1F (South Floor) Tavern "TAKARAJIMA, 11 : 30~14 : 00
17500~23 - 00
Sunday Holiday Closed
9 BANQUET ROOM BEAUTY PARLOR:DRESSING ROOM.
@ACCESS
A four minute from JR SHINOSAKA
on foot.
A twenty-five minute taxi ride from OSAKA
AIRPORT.

1THEBRLST DX v v a8y 7S RT A
EEDT7 2 b RTATIREG 2221 5

DVIMNIND—=R

fr SHD NOH -8 H D i E #20%0FF 7

P BAEHIZA—F & ZHHICL B LML 7L FESLAHITET

Q@ ifE - BAER ZHBICA S L 1 AR L 222,

@7Ei110/5 (1,000 ) TH4 1 HH

@& F207H(1,0004) THE 1 HH

@ ZHHDOBAESEMEIZ 7 — FIUC D E1HIZEDAB/HTT,

O A—FTZARANUADE T ZHHERET,
A&41,000M (B 3BEmis+TliE £3)

Tos bR T MR 2

H7.11.TA5,000 ") »»n



NKK
ElJI IMAI

MANAGER
COMPUTER PLANNING AND MARKETING TEAM
INFORMATION PROCESSING SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT

NKK CORPORATION

1-1-2 MARUNOUCH! CHIYODA-KU TOKYO 100 JAPAN
TEL:81-3-3217-3982 FAX:81—3~32_14—9674
E-mail:imai@comp. tokyo. nkk. co. jp

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

NKK
MINAKO OMIYA
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HPPF WorkShop Schedu/ e

Date Time Schedule
19(Fri) 'Arrive/pick—up at Kansai Int. AP
20(Sat) 9:00 pick-up at Hotel Lobby
10:15 Kyoto 1-day Bus Tour
21(Sun)
16:00 (Brief Meeting will be placed)
22(Mon)
9:30 HPPF WorkShop: 1st day |
Reception Dinner with Attendance
23(Tue)
9:30 HPPF Workshop:2nd day
24(Wed) 9:17 Move to Tokyo(Shinkansen Express)
18:30 Dinner with NKK Executive people
25(Ths)
9:30 HPPF Workshop: 1st day|
Reception Dinner with Attendance
- 26(Fri)
9:30 HPPF Workshop:2nd day
27(Sat)

RM:Richard Makino EIl:Eiji Imai KH:Kazuo Hattori
MO:Minako Omiya NA:Noriko Asada KK:Kazuo Kunioka
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Saturday January 20, 1996, we began our first day in Japan in a big way. Eiji, Hatturo,
Minako, Rob and I took the train from Osaka station to Kyoto. When they told me that
Kyoto was Japan’s major tourist city, [ somehow imagined a small town center with a few
temples. Kyoto in fact is a major huge city, with temples and shrines everywhere. If this
album seems to have a disproportionate number of photos from Kyoto, it is because there
Were so many new things to see packed into that one day.

The five of us took a tourist sightseeing bus in Kyoto. Rob and I wer
Japanese on the bus. By the afternoon we saw so many temples and sights, we began to
lose track of where we had been. We were lucky though, in two ways. The weather was
nice and sunny during the day, and by traveling in January, we avoided the massive hordes
of tourists usually found in Kyoto. Towards nightfall, it started to get chilly though having
come from frigid Boston, it did not seem that bad. Throughout our stay,

e the only non

it was interesting
to see people wearing surgical masks to avoid spreading colds. Once even the train ticket
collector was wearing such a mask.

Here is a quick guide to the places we went to in Kyoto on Jan 20 cross referenced with
the Lonely Planet Guide page numbers.

e Train Station
® The Sanjusangendo Temple (361) (Eastern Kyoto)
e Western Kyoto — Arashiyama
Togetso-kyo bridge (369)
Rickshaws
Tenryu-Ji Temple (370)
Noodle Lunch
¢ The Golden Temple (Kinkaku-Ji Temple) (367) (Northwestern Kyoto)
¢ The Silver Pavilion (Ginkaku- Ji Temple) (366) (Eastern Kyoto)
o The Path of Philosophy
e Heian-Jingu Shrine (365)
o Kiyomizu-dera Temple (361)

® Pontocho (362 street by river) restaurant Iroha
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But Kyoto, ori

INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL TOURIST CITY

Ss\ssrse Ly

Thank you for taking Scheduled Sigth-
seeing Bus Tours today.

The capital of Japan for over 1000 years,
Kyoto was the birthplace for much of what
is today equated with Japanese pulture
and arts. Kyoto today abounds in out-
standing examples of simple yet elegant
anicent architecture, restful gardens,

Dancing fan and a Noh mask
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=here, forming a m

oto was the imperial capital of Japan for
sand years. Enfolded by scenic hills to the
est and east, which the founding Emperor
described as a ‘natural fortress,’ the city reigned
- from 794 to 1868 as the cultural and artistic center of the

nation — position it still holds today — as well as the

The more than 1,600 Buddhist temples and 270
Shinto shrines attest to its importance as a religious focal
point, while the impressive Imperial Palace and two
jewel-like Imperial Villas set in their legendary gardens
are reminiscent of the aesthetic splendor of the city’s
once-pivotal role,
ginally called Heiankyo — ‘Capital of

Peace’ — doesn't live only in the past. The seventh
largest city in Japan with a population of 1.5 million, it has
also kept pace with the modern world. Thriving electric,
machinery and chemical plants are numerous. The
comprehensive Kyoto International Conference Hall lo-
cated in the northeastern part of the city is a marvel of
state-of-the-art technology. Combined with the remark-
able array of other superb attractions, it has made Kyoto
‘a world-class convention destination. Some of the most
= prestigious universities in the country are also situated
ajor educational enclave.

However, the vast wealth of traditional art, architecture
and crafts that have influenced architects and artists
» from around the globe have been carefully and lovingly

. s g preserved. So whether viewing the dazzling Golden Pavil-
ion mirrored in its smooth, reflecting pond, absorbing a
glittering, time-honored festival, or simply wandering
through picturesque narrow streets redolent of antiquity,
Kyoto is a city unlike any other that offers both to stimu-
late — and satisfy — the soul.

beautiful fusuma-e (sliding screen pai
ings), fine handicrafts, and other imp:
tant cultural traditions dating from as
back as the Heian period ten centursi
ago, when there arts blossomed. S'\
rounded by a rising of beautiful mountai
and dotted by parks, the beauty of Ky«
remains as vibrant today as ever.



Sanjasangen-d Temple =+=M%
The original temple was built in 1164 at the
request of the retired Emperor Go-
shirakawa. After it bumnt to the ground in
1249, a faithful copy was constructed in
1266.

The temple’s name refers to the 33
(sanjiisan) ‘bays’ between the pillars of this
long, narrow building which houses 1001
statues of the Thousand-Armed Kannon (the
Buddhist goddess of mercy). The largest
Kannon is flanked on either side by 500
smaller Kannon images, neatly lined up in
Tows.

There are an awful lot of arms, but if you
are picky and think the 1000-armed statues
don’t have the required number, then you
should remember to calculate according to
the nifty Buddhist mathematical formula
which holds that 40 arms are the equivalent
of 1000 arms, because each saves 25 worlds.
Visitors also seem keen to spot resemblances
to friends or family members among the
hundreds of images.

At the back of the hall are 28 guardian
statues with a great variety of expressive
poses. The gallery at the western side of the
hall is famous for the annual Toshi-ya Festi-
val, held on 15 January, when archers shoot
arrows the length of the hall. The ceremony
dates back to the Edo period when an annual
contest was held to see how many arrows
could be shot from the southern end to the
northern end in 24 hours. The all-time record
was set in 1686, when an archer successfully
landed over 8000 arrows at the northern end.
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The Sanjusangendo Temple — I do not know that many Japanese words,
nor that many Japanese symbols, but sanjusan made sense to me since before
I left, I learned to count to ten. San-ju-san is literally three-ten-three. Of
course three tens and three make 33. The characters roughly look like = + =,
the plus sign in Japanese (from the Chinese) denoting the number 10. The
number 33 denotes the number of sections of the temple defined by the area
between two columns. What is truly amazing is the 1000 buddhas there. We
could not take pictures inside, and of course we took off our shoes outside.
We took our first photos outside.
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Togetsu-kyd Bridge XA #% ;

Togetsu-kyd Bridge is the main landmark in
Arashiyama, a couple of minutes on foot
from the station. In July and August, this is
a good vantage point to watch ukai (cormo-
rant fishing) in the evening. If you want to
get close to the action, you can pay ¥1300 to

Cormorant Fishing

Ukai (cormorant fishing) is mentioned in his-
torical documents in Japan as early as the
8th century. It is still common in Gifu and
Kyoto prefectures although one wonders if
the people fishing may make less out of
selling fish and more out of taking passen-
gers along on the boat ride. While the
cormorants and the crew do all the work, the
passengers have a fun time with lots of drink-
ing and eating.

. The season lasts from May to September;
the best times for fishing are moonless nights
when the fish are more easily attracted to the
glare of a fire in a metal basket suspended
from the bow of the boat. Fishing trips are
cancelled during and after heavy rain.

The cormorants, up to a dozen in number,
sit on the boat and are attached to long
leashes. Once they dive in to do ‘some
fishing, a small metal ring at the base of their
necks stops them doing the sensible thing
and guzzling their catch. After filling their
gullets with fish, they are hauled on board
and obliged to disgorge the contents. Each

| boat usually has a crew of four to handle the
i birds, the boat and the fire.

The cormorant catch is usually ayu, a

| type of sweetfish, much prized by Japan-
| ese foodies. A nifty cormorant can catch

several dozen fish in a night. After complet-
ing their night's work, the cormorants are
loaded into bamboo baskets in a strictly
observed order of seniority — cormorants
are very conscious of social ranking and
will protest if this is not respected. Life
expectancy for a cormorant ranges
between 15 and 20 years, so they probably
do have a point about seniority.

In Kyoto, the boat ride costs ¥1,200 (chil-

dren half price). Advance bookings can be




TENRYU-JI TEMPLE

Tenryd-ji Temple X&F

Tenry . Temple is one of the major temples

(l)g;he Rinzai school of Zen. It was built in  wac constructed as appeasement — hence the
",9 f)n .the former site of Emperor Go- pame tenryii (heavenly dragon). The present ; i 7

Daigo’s villa after a priest had dreamt of 2 pyildings date from 1900, but the main AT USRS TN

dream was interpreted as a sign that the
emperor’s spirit was uneasy and the temple
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(No. 1)

hima novel, both in

on the answer to three questions

is pulled out of the little sticks.
en Temple. The Japanese find the
Nevertheless it is a fantastic sight.

shown here)

The first stop after lunch was the Gold

For lunch we went to a Japanese noodle shop. On the table was a toy
temple gaudy, and I can’t say I disagree.

On Friday, Eiji gave me a copies of the famous Yukio Mis
English (shown here reduced) and Japanese.

version of a Japanese fortune teller. Based

and my birth year, a fortune (



THE Temple OF THE
Golden Pavilion s
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YUKIO MISHIM ‘4j!'

KINKAKU-JI TEMPLE

S EmiEkE Kinkaku-ji Temple &M%

Kinkaku-ji Temple, the famed ‘Golden
Temple’, is one of Japan’s best known sights.
The original building was constructed in
1397 as a retirement villa for Shogun
Ashikaga Yoshimitsu. His son converted it
into a temple. In 1950, a young monk con-
summated his obsession with the temple by
burning it to the ground. The monk's story
was fictionalised in Mishima Yukio’s The
Golden Pavilion.

In 1955, a full reconstruction was com-
pleted which exactly followed the original
design, but the gold-foil covering was
extended to the lower floors. The temple may
not be to everyone’s taste — the tremendous
crowds just about obscure the view anyway.

The temple is open from 9 am to 5.30 pm
and admission costs ¥300. To get there from
Kyoto station, take bus No 205 and get off at . : - :
the Kinkaku-ji-michi stop; bus No 59 also The Golden Pavilion, Kinkakuji
stops close to the temple.




Ginkaku-ji Temple  $R[3F

Ginkaku-ji Temple is definitely worth
seeing, but be warned that it is often
swamped with busloads of visitors jamming
the narrow pathways.

In 1482, Shogun Ashikaga Yoshimasa
constructed a villa here which he used as a
genteel retreat from the turmoil of ¢ war.
Although its name translates as Silver

ilion’, the plan to completely cov the

erwas never carried out. After
Yoshimasa’s death, it was converted (o a
temple.

The approach to the main gale runs
between tall hedges before turning sharply
into the extensive grounds Walkways lead
through the gardens which include-meticu-
lously raked cones of white sand (probably
symbolic interpretations of a mountain anda
lake), tall pines and a pond in front of the
temple. A path also leads up the mountain-

[ side through the trees.

\

The Path of Philosophy #i%mi#

This walk, Tetsugaku-no-Michi. has long
been a favourite with contemplative strollers
who follow the traffic-free route beside a
canal lined with cherry trees (and souvenir
shops and vending machines) which come
into spectacular bloom in April. It only takes
30 minutes to follow the walk, which

after Eikan-do Temple and leads to Ginkaku-
ji Temple. During the day, be prepared for
crowds of tourists; a night stroll will defi-
nitely be quieter. A map of the walk is part of
Walking Tour Courses in Kyoto, a leaflet
available from the TIC or JNTO.

Heian-jingd Shrine ‘I"&fi&E

e ian-jingi ine was built in 1895 to
- - _ The Heian-jingt Shrine was ‘
commemorate the 1100th anniversary of the

founding of Kyoto. The buildings are gaudy

i1 a two-thi 2 he
® e I .— replicas, reduced to a lWOTthlrd (;lc, of t
=) il A Rt e imperial palace of the Helz{n period. i
: . : : The spacious garden, with its large pon
X  — ! " inspi i is als eant to
: B and Chinese-inspired bridge, is alsom

represent the kind that was popular in the

ian period.
He'lrlwop major events, Jidai Matsuri (22
October) and Takigi No (1 to 2 June), are
held here. Jidai Matsuri is dcsc.phcd la(er.n?
the Festivals section, while (Iclalls for Takigi
N6 are under Dance & Theatre in the later
Entertainment section
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Kiydmizu-dera Temple

=
A
[his ter plC W

first built in 7 but th{s
yresent buildings are reconstructions datin,
rom 16 As an affiliate of the Hoss
Chool of Buddhisr

fara, it
trigues o

which originated j

local Kyoto schools

. 1ism through the centuries and is

_ the most famous landmarks of the city.
The temple management recently boug
arge tract of land beneath the temple ar
breby saved the famed hilltop view of i
/ from being obliterated by an ugly hig
development.
he main hall has a huge veranda, suf
ed on hundreds of pillars, which juts ¢
r the hillside. Just below this hall is (i
wa waterfall where visitors drink §
e in sacred waters which are believed
P therapeutic properties. ~ :
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Saturday

Rich Makino, and I took the subway from
our hotel near the Shimbashi station to
the Asakusa district, mainly for the pur-
pose of shopping. This district is where

Japanese
trinkets.

E -3z
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morning January 27, 1996, Rob,

tourists are likely to pick up

ASAKUSA Z%E

Asakusa’s most famous attraction is the
Sens6-ji Temple, also known as the Asakusa
Kannon Temple. Like Ueno, though,
Asakusa is an interesting area just to look
around. It has long been the very heart of
Shitamachi. In Edo times, Asakusa was a
halfway stop between the city and its most
infamous pleasure district, Yoshiwara. In
time, however, Asakusa developed into a
pleasure quarter in its own right, eventually
becoming the centre for that most loved of
Edo entertainments, kabuki. In the very
shadow of the Senso-ji Temple a fairground
spirit prevailed and a whole range of very
secular entertainments were provided, from
kabuki theatres to brothels.

..... fn RN

: ~ji Temple from
R toakusa subway station, you'l] enter
A 5 A@ through the Kamj
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ise-dori, a street of shops within the temple
precinct, where everything, from tourist trin-
kets to genuine Edo-style crafts, is sold.
There’s even a shop selling wigs to be worn
with a kimono. Try the sembei (crackers) that
a few shops specialise in — you’ll have to
queue, though, as they are very popular with
the Japanese.
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AKIHABARA, Tokyo
in the heart of Electronics Goods

All 9 Specialty Stores in Akihabara Have Their Own Characteristics!
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LAOX MAIN

In front of AKIHABARA Stn.

PHONE 03-3253-7111 PHONE 03-3255-5301

2-9, Sotokanda 1-Chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo.

COME AND ENJOY Open 7Days 10a.m. to 7: 30p.m.

AKl H A B A R A' AKIHABARA is the place shop
“[TA=DA" AL LAOX is the place to buy/

AKIHABARA, the world-famous quarter
for electronics articles in Tokyo, teems with
600 stores dealing in a large variety of home
electric appliances, electronic items, etc.,

hich line either side of the 1 km-long street
rom Manseibashi to Suehirocho subway station.

UTY FREE AND DISCOUNT
OKYO’S LARGEST SELECTION!

lectronic Items Electrical Appliances.
atches, Pearls, Cameras & Toys.
Tusical Instrument (Guitar. Keyboard etc.)

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT SHOP

LAOXDUTY FREE KAN

15-3 Sotokanda 1-Chome, Chiyvoda-ku, Tokyo.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT SHOP

In front of AKIHABARA Stn.

PHONE 03-3258-4141

15-18, Sotokanda 1-Chome, Chiyvoda-ku, Tokyo.
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Service Available

DUTY-FREE %% M| LIBRE DEIMPUESTOS .~ lieans onsl e A 8 iR

argest

LN BY TAXI:Please tell the driver
T BRERSAVIAFE “AKI-HA-BA-RA,

= e ALY LA-O-KKU-SU”
4E : ,. . BY TRAIN:Akihabara is the second stop
7 q from Tokyo central station on the metallic-
7o g% So \ silver loop line or “YAMANOTE-SEN”

FOR TOURISTS’ SHOPPING PLEASURE e -
Our duty-free shop offers you the
best electric equipment at the
most reasonable discount prices.
The largest selection of watches,
cameras, pearls, toys and musical
instruments are on sale now. We
have a big display of color TV’s, ¢’
videos, radio cassette recorders

and Hi-Fi stereos for all the coun- it B | LAOX MAIN STORE

tries of the world. Ll In front of AKIHABARA Stn.

B EME - IR PHONE 03-3253-711 1

BETBNERZRBEDHICRLDL THER, ECOETH 2-9. Sotokanda 1-Chome. Chivoda-ku. Tokyo.

ERTE3EAOEENRERECMO T . RHISHIME LAOX DUTY FREE KAN

CT.CEABULETT(BTRBRICTHBET L)
In front of AKIHABARA Stn.

AKIHABARA PHONE 03-3255-530 1

LAOX MAIN STORE M |- 2 Sotokanda 1-Chome. Chivoda-ku. Tokyo.

S ONY/National Panasonic/AKAl/ PIONIEER/HITACHI/JVE/SANYO/KENWOOD/ SHARP/ YAMAHA/ @lwa / SANSUI
TOSH A/PENTAX/Nikon/Canon/MNOUA/RIGUI/FU /OLYMPUS /SEIKO/CITIZEN/CASIO/ORL T

LAOX has 9 specialized shops in Akihabara area
in addition to its Duty Free Shop.

Open 7Days 10a.m. to 7:30p.m.
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In Tokyo, there are numerous festivals all
the year round, and these festivals are held
more frequent in Autumn than other seasons.
Why don’t you spare time for festival viewing
even if you have a busy schedule? We assure
you such festivals are worth visiting. You will
find the “real japan” there.

PALACE

Imperial Palace: located in the heart of the city. Its donjons
are a fine example of Japanese castle architecture. Founded
inthe 15th century, it had been the residence of the Tokugawa
Shogun for 265 years (until 1867). Famed for its Nijubashi or
"double bridge’’, which can be seen by tourists.

Hibiya Park: Located opposite to the Imperial Hotel, it is
the “’lung’’ for the city’s downtown area.

Ueno Park: Situated within this large park are the Zoo-
logical Gardens, National Museum, Metropolitan Art Gallery,
Kan-eiji Temple and the Imperial Library.

13th-15th Ikebukuro Festival

Grand Mikoshi Carrying

A number of Mikoshi from each section in Ikebukuro area are
gathered in front of Ikebukuro station.

16th-17th Nezu Gongen Festival
This is one of the most energetic mikoshi-carrying festivals in
Tokyo. Since this is so spontaneous and energetic, it tends to
be unpredictable and all kinds of funny or startling things
might happen during the festival. You too can join the parade.
Carrying one of the portable shrines with the Japanese will be
unique and pleasurable experience.
* At Nezu Shrine. From Nezu station on the Chiyoda
line, subway.

8th-15th Grand Ginza Festival

(5th Parade of Sounds And Lights)

All kinds of festival participants gather in Ginza from all over

the country. The dramatic presentation amazes the audience.

The brilliant parade along the main streets on the last day of

the festival period reaches its climax after dark.

* At Ginza. From Ginza station on the Ginza line,
subway.

19th-20th Bettara Ichi

This pickles market takes place once a year at Nihonbashi,

Tokyo, with more than 50,000 visitors a night. In each of 400

booths, high-spirited young men in happi coats hawk their

wares. It is said that if you buy pickles in this market, you also

buy luck for your business.

* At Takarada Shrine. From Kodenma-cho station on
the Hibiya line, subway.

November

Oct. 31-Nov. 3 Meiji Shrine Annual Festival

Meiji Shrine is one of the largest shrines in Japan and it is

situated in the middle of a dense forest with more than

130,000 trees. The festival falls on Culture Day and various

traditional theatrical forms are staged here.

* At Meiji Shrine. From Harajuku Station on the
Yamanote line, the JR.

2th,14th,26th  Tori-no-ichi at Otori Shrine

The most well-known Tori-no-ichi, or a rake market (rakes are
symbols of good luck), is the one at Otori Shrine in Asakusa.
No matter where you turn in the precincts of the shrine, you
see booths decorated with various kinds of rakes on sale. Like
just as we use real rakes to gather leaves and grass, the Japa-
nese see these rakes as symbolic of gathering good fortune.
* At Otori Shrine. From Iriya station on the Hilbsiya line,

subway.

3rd Shirasagi-no-mai at Sensoji Temple

AM 11:—PM 1:00

This is a folk dance originally intended for celebration of a
good rice crop. -

Eight maidens, put on hoods and wings, perform a dance like
egrets.
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Tutorial Workshop on Parallel Programming

TIME SCHEDULE

F18H 1/25(K) $H2HHE 1/26(&)

9:30- 9:40 Introduction
9:40-10:40 Overview of Parallel Processing

9:30-11:00 Domain Decomposition

Message Passing

Data Parallel 11:20-12:30 Scalability Dense Matrix

11:00-12:20

13:20-15:20 - Classic 13:30-15:30 Sparse Matrix & Software Library
- Modern

15:50-17:20 Load Balance & other Topics

15:40-17:30 Particle Method

17:45- LETy gy
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Narita Express

A Guide
to the Narita Express

with supplementary information
about JR East
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By DAVID E. SANGER

If Asia has a capital city, Tokyo is
it. From the air and even from the
‘highway, it may look like an unre-
lieved ode to urban gray, but at
.ground level it is one of the most
bustling and international cities in the
Far East, and in some ways the most
‘deceiving. The apparent Western air
— the glitzy boutiques in the Ginza,
the English-language signs every-
where — leads many visitors to the
quick conclusion that this is a famil-
iar place, albeit one so sprawling that
getting around is a bit intimidating.
In fact, getting around is a cinch, with
an outstanding subway and train
system. The hard part is sorting out
the two Tokyos — the -caffeine-

charged city of all-day business and’

all-night drinking, and quiet neighbor-
-hoods where old men in their yukata
robes and geta, or clunky wooden
sandals, make their way back home
from the public baths.

Most visitors spend their time in
the high-tech and Western Tokyo,
from the electronics shops of the Aki-
habara district, stocked with goods
that have yet to hit America, to the
coffee shops filled with young people
who seem to feel equally at home in
New York, Honolulu or the Ginza. But
it is still worth searching for the tiny
enclaves of the second city. That is
where the few remaining geisha
alight from rickshaws and head for
- the ryotei, or private restaurants of

the wealthy and powerful, and you
. are left standing in wonder at the
hidden life.

The latter Tokyo, the Tokyo from

the wonderful lithographs of the city
- as Westerners first discovered it 130
years ago, gets harder to find every
year. There are far fewer women in
kimono on the subways than just five
years ago; the old wooden houses in
many neighborhoods are falling to
wrecking balls, in favor of Western
comforts. But if you are willing to
- wander, particularly in the out-of-the-
way neighborhoods that seem to live
independently of much of the city, the
remnants of Edo are still there to
sample. y
Unfortunately, never before has
the prospect of visiting Tokyo seemed
so financially daunting as it does
these days. Since the spring, the dol-
lar has hovered at record-weak lev-
els, around 105 to 107 yen to the dollar,
making the normally outrageous ex-
pense of visiting the city even worse.

But there is hope. The surprisingly

severe economic downturn in Tokyo
~has not cast many people into the
~street, but it has resulted some bar-
‘gains — discounts at major stores,
_better prices on set-course meals at
restaurants.

DAVID E. SANGER is head of the
“ Tokyo bureau of The Times.

The usual rules apply: Eat what
the Japanese eat, stay out of hotel
shops and restaurants, be willing to
get lost.

You will never be far from a sub-
way entrance, and there is no safer
city in the world. And the best part of
Tokyo, the life on the streets and the
temple grounds, is iree.

Events

The New Year’s holiday, one of the
most magical periods to be in Tokyo,
offers a tremendous variety of spe-
cial events. On Dec. 23, the Emper-
or’s birthday, and again on Jan. 2, the
public is allowed into the grounds of
the Imperial Palace; the rest of the
year only the gardens are open. The
royal family greets everyone, from a
distance of course, from 9:30 A.M. to
11 AM. On Dec. 27 to 29 there is a
year-end fair, called Toshi-no-Ichi, at
Yagenbori Fudoson Temple right
near Higashi-Nihonbashi Station, and

_another on Dec. 28 at Meguro Fudo-

son Temple, near Meguro Station.
Those fairs have -everything from
food to stalls selling old wares; they
are usually -open until late at night,
when the trains stop.

“Omisoka,” or New Year’s Eve,
the whole city heads out to neighbor-
hood temples, to hear 108 peals of the
temple bell at midnight. One of the
best celebrations, full of smiling Bud-
dhist priests and great food stalls and
sake, is at Zojoji Temple; go to Onari-
mon, Shiba-Koen or Daimon Stations,

The New York Times

and follow the crowds. Other famous
celebrations are at Gokokuji Temple
by the subway station of the same
name, and at Sensoji near Asakusa,
but even a small neighborhood tem-
ple will be full of charm, as residents
build bonfires and bring their pets to -
be blessed.

On ihe days just after New Year’s,
many Tokyo residents — foreigners
and Japanese alike — take an annual
trek to ‘“Shitamachi,” literally the
“low city,” the center of Tokyo life
until a century and a half ago. It is on
the far side of the river from Asa-
kusa, and the neighborhood is littered
with small temples that each have a
long connection in the history and
mythology of the area.

At each temple, you purchase, for
about $4 each, seven minature “lucky
gods,” made of pottery. Some are
gods of health, some are gods of hap-
piness and many are gods of wealth.
During the year you place them on a
small model boat intended to carry
you with good luck through the new
year.

Start by crossing the big bridge at
Asakusa over the Sumida River, turn
left under the highway and then right
around the huge building with the
giant radish sculpture on top, and
follow the crowds to Mimeguri Jinja,
or shrine. ‘

There are a few posted maps of the
route to the rest of the temples. The
whole walk takes about two and a half
hours, maybe a bit longer if you daw-
dle over a hot bowl of noodles along
the way, and winds through a charm-
ing neighborhood of Tokyo that most
tourists never visit.
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Where to Stay

The boxy but efficient Shiba Park
Hotel, phone 3433-4141, fax 5470-7519,
has a wonderful location near the
Daimon subway stop and Shiba Koen,
one of the nicer parks in downtown.
Units in the 400-room hotel run about
$220 and up for two. .

In a similar price range, the Ta-
kanawa Prince Hotel, built on the site
of the home of a former member of
the imperial family; it shares a won-
derful Japanese garden with the New
Takanawa Prince next door, a mod-
ern, 946-room hotel popular among
tour groups. It is in the southern part
of the city near Shinagawa Station;
phone 3447-1111, fax 3446-0849.

The Fairmont Hotel, phone 3262-
1151, fax 3256-2476, is right on the
edge of the moat of the Imperial
Palace, a great place for jogging en-
thusiasts. It has 208 rooms, which
start at about $190 for two.

Budget: The Y.M.C.A. in Mito-
shiro-cho, phone 3293-1911, fax 3293-
1926, has 40 small but new rooms;
twins start at $180, And the location is
excellent, surrounded by good book
shops and noodle joints.

Right in the middle of the Ginza is
Hotel Atamiso, 4-14-3 Ginza, phone
3541-3621, fax 3541-3263, with 76
rooms. The nicer are the tatami
rooms with futons rather than beds,
starting at $150. A twin-bedded room
for two begins at $185.

Luxury: At the famed 875-room
Okura Hotel, scene of trade negotia-
tions and economic summit meetings,
there is, naturally, a fax machine in
every room. Double rooms at the
Okura these  days run from $350 a
night and up for a twin. (3582-0111,
fax 3582-3707).

The Four Seasons Hotel Chinzanso,
at 2-10-8 Sekiguchi in Bunkyo-Kku, is in
the midst of a spectacular Japanese
garden. Doubles start at $320. (3943-
7178, fax 3943-0294). :

Where to Eat

A raging argument in Tokyo is just
how many restaurants there are —

DONOTFORGET THE NEEDIEST!

some say 80,000, some say 120,000. No
matter where the truth lies, this city
has some of the best eating in Asia,
and not just for Japanese food. There
are scores of French restaurants,
hundreds of Asian specialty restau-
rants — the list is endless. The trick is
finding them in a city with few street
names; the best bet is to call ahead
and have a map faxed to your hotel,
something every restaurateur is ac-
customed to doing. -

For a quick bite, on the cheap, head
for the noodle shops. Some of the best
are under the bullet train tracks at
Yurakucho Station, near the Ginza,
but every neighborhood has them,
with plastic replicas of the offerings
in windows or cases out front. At
night, yakitori is the fare of the ‘“‘sa-
lari-man”’ — office workers out with
their colleagues — and a popular
choice is Agatha’s in Roppongi (3470-
2234), near the Self-Defense Agency;
set menus of 8 to 10 sticks of chicken,
fish and grilled vegetables run about
$30 a plate. (Add another $4 to $5 for
beer.) Nearby, and in several other
locations, is Nanban-tei (3402-0606 for
the original outlet, a smoky bar), with
menus in English and courses that
start at about $25.

Great Cambodian food can be
found in Ebisu at Phnom Penh (3461-
2769), 1-10-14 Ebisu-Nishi; count on
$35 to $45 a person and order the egg
plant with chili sauce and the minia-
ture spring rolls. Not far away is
Khumbila (3440-2638), the city’s best
Nepalese restaurant at 5-22-3 Hiroo,
with similar prices. A few blocks
away, just by the exit of Hiroo Sta-
tion, is an exceptional Thai restau-
rant, Gold Leaf (3448-1521), but it can
be pricey, with dinners from $80 a
person and up.

Kaiseki dinners, an assortment of
spectacularly presented small dishes,
mostly vegetables and fish, are usu-
ally reserved for the most exclusive
and expensive restaurants, places
where you can’t get a reservation
unless you are a politician or execu-
tive with the right connections. But
one bargain place to sample it, in
high-tech elegance, is Sai-Sai (3441-
9006), near Hiroo station, where ex-
quisitely presented dinner sets ‘start
at about $50 a person. Shirogane
(3449-0033), with its spectacular bam-
boo dining room, has a fine selection
of sdshimi, tempura and -Japanese
beef. Dinners run from $80 to $150 a

person, but lunches start at about $35. -

One of the area’s best traditional Jap-

anese garden restaurants is 10 min-
utes from Takao Station. Ukai Tor-
iyama (0426-61-0739) is a series of
marvelous tea houses and country-
style rooms where kaiseki meals cost
$80 a person and up.

Shopping

Some of the best shopping in the
city is for ‘“‘mingei,”” or traditional
crafts, everything from $25 hand-
made tea cups to $100 cherry wood
boxes, that convey some of Japan’s
design esthetic in the smallest and
most practical things. Bingoya (3202-
8778), Tokyo’s best shop for crafts
from across the country, is four floors
of pottery, wonderful paper products,
fabrics, wood carvings and whimsical
toys, some for as little as $10. Call for
a map, or take bus 76 or 74 from the
west exit of Shinjuku Station to the
8th stop, Kawada-cho.

Bargain hunters should head to the
stores surrounding the Tsukiji Fish
Market (take the Hibiya line subway
to Tsukiji) for an incredible array of
Japanese cooking goods, hand-made
knives, from $100 handmade knives
to $20 or $30 bamboo steamers, and a
wide selection of pottery. This is
where Tokyo restaurateurs shop. The
alleys around the fish market are
teeming with small shops, but there
are also bigger pottery outlets along
Harumi Dori, leading to the expen-
sive Ginza shopping area. The closer
you get to Ginza, the more expensive
the goods become. Shop early; the
stores close when the fish market
does in midafternoon.

Mitsukoshi’s main store, in Nihom-
bashi (3421-3311, closed Mondays),
right on top of the subway stop of the
same name, has traditionally de-
signed goods, kimonos and unusual
kitchenware.

Other areas good for shopping and
strolling are the souvenir markets
around the Asakusa temple, the doll
stores around nearby Asakakusa-ba-
shi, (dolls run from $50 and up), and
my favorite, the print and book shops
in Kanda, surrounding the Jimbocho
subway stop. This is the best place to
look for ukiyoe, the traditional wood-
block prints of scenes in Japan in the
19th century Omote-Sando, the classi-
est shopping district in the city, is the
place for boutiques and designer
goods. ]



By DAVID E. SANGER

If Asia has a capital city, Tokyo is
it. From the air and even from the
highway, it may look like an unre-
lieved ode to urban gray, but at
ground level it is one of the most
bustling and international cities in the
Far East, and in some ways the most

Photographs by Kaku Kurita for The Ne:

ABOVE In the Ginza, store signs are often in English.
ABOVELEFT The east garden of the Imperial Palace.
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* Mr. Steven J. Wallach (Hewlett-Packard/Convex Technology Center)
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